
In Him We Live! - Ps Paul Stead

Chapter 1 - In Him We Live
It is easy to forget the most important truth in daily life: in Him we live.
Life is not sustained by natural means alone. Jesus taught that man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. Real life, movement, and purpose are energized by God’s Word, the true bread of life.
When the Word is neglected, spiritual strength is neglected. Encouragement may be sought from people, systems, or quick fixes, but the power of God is released through His Word.
Word and Spirit Work Together
The Christian life is not built on the Word alone or the Spirit alone. Both are needed.
The Holy Spirit confirms and applies the Word. If the Word is ignored, there is no room given for the Spirit to minister in the full way God intends. John 1:1-4 reveals that the Word is not merely information on a page. The Word reveals the Person of Christ.
Scripture is received, then the Holy Spirit makes it living and personal. Printed truth becomes living reality.
Where Life Is Found
Christ is seated in glory and intercedes for His people. At the same time, the Holy Spirit was sent to dwell within believers. The Spirit in us ministers the life of Christ through the Word.
So when weakness, oppression, sickness, or defeat is present, the call is clear: go to the Word in faith.
Faith, in this sense, is not vague optimism. Faith acts with purpose. It goes to God’s Word expecting to receive life from Him. “In Him is life,” so the heart approaches Scripture decisively, expecting to draw from that life. The Holy Spirit honors that posture.
Why Receiving Can Feel Difficult
Many struggles in receiving from God come from a faulty inner framework. If the Word is not seen as living and powerful, it will not be the first place a person turns.
Other “gospels” promise total answers, like a pill meant to solve everything. Yet every substitute is limited. Life is sustained only by Jesus Christ. He gives resurrection life by His Spirit.
When broken dreams, broken relationships, or hopeless thoughts press in, lies often become loud. But God’s Word speaks differently. He knows the plans He has. He holds the next step. He holds the future.
Looking for life away from Christ is the error. Life is found in Him.
Acts 17:28 as a Life Framework
Acts 17:28 gives a complete framework: “In Him we live and move and have our being.”
This means life’s essence flows from God. He creates, sustains, and directs. Health is in Him. Strength is in Him. Renewal is in Him.
Isaiah’s promise echoes this: those who wait on the Lord renew their strength.
Pull Into the Right Station
A near-empty fuel tank creates immediate action. A driver searches for a service station without hesitation. Why? Because experience has proven where refilling happens.
The same spiritual logic applies. When weary, depleted, and drained, the soul is called to “pull in” to God, not away from Him. Wait on the Lord. Return to the place of renewal.
The Word comes alive when mixed with faith.
Faith Must Move
James 2 teaches plainly that faith without action is dead, empty, and false. Confession without corresponding obedience is not mature faith.
A claim to follow Jesus must be joined to a lifestyle that follows Jesus. Convenience is not obedience. True faith is demonstrated by action.
Love for Christ is shown through obedience to Christ.
Word, Deed, and the Full Witness
There can be imbalance in two directions.
One person speaks about faith but does not act in compassion.
Another serves people practically but never shares the gospel.
Neither side is complete on its own. The gospel is carried by word and deed together. The bread of life must be spoken, and the life of Christ must also be demonstrated.
Ephesians 2:10 teaches that believers were created for God-ordained good works. These works are not a replacement for the gospel. They are doors that open hearts to hear it.
Obedience and the Domino Effect
Sometimes obedience feels costly, confusing, or inconvenient. Yet God sees farther than human sight.
A single act of obedience can trigger a chain of impact, like the first push in a line of standing dominoes. The command may seem small, but the outcome can reach many lives.
Ananias is a clear example. He was sent to Saul of Tarsus, a man feared by believers. Ananias resisted at first, but he obeyed. That one act became part of the story that helped launch a ministry that still leads people to Christ through Scripture today.
Obedience often asks for trust before understanding.
Faith in Action Under Pressure
At one point, money arrived to cover a personal vehicle registration. Immediately, the Lord directed that money toward another man’s registration instead.
The instruction seemed unreasonable. Personal need remained urgent. Questions came quickly. Why not meet personal need first? Why does this responsibility fall here and now?
Yet the instruction stood.
A way was provided to get to church. During the service, a man responded and shared his crisis: without registration he could not work, and without work he could not feed his family. The Spirit confirmed that this was the person to help.
Faith, then, was not theory. Faith moved in costly obedience.
Even when systems or people did not step in, God still called one believer to act.
Takeaways
• Life is sustained by God’s Word, not by natural resources alone.
• The Word and the Holy Spirit must be held together in daily Christian life.
• Scripture becomes living reality when approached in faith and dependence on the Spirit.
• Acts 17:28 is a life anchor: in Him we live, move, and have our being.
• Spiritual depletion should drive a return to God, just as an empty tank drives a search for fuel.
• Faith that does not act is incomplete; obedience is faith made visible.
• The gospel is meant to be expressed in both word and deed.
• God-ordained good works open doors for gospel witness.
• One act of obedience can affect many lives beyond immediate sight.
• Costly obedience often begins with tension, but it participates in God’s larger plan.
Chapter 2 - Obedience Opens What Convenience Cannot
Kingdom life is shaped by sovereign appointments.
There are moments arranged by God that do not fit personal preference, comfort, or timing. These moments may feel inconvenient, even disruptive, but they often carry deep purpose. A choice appears in those moments: partner with what God is setting up, or resist it.
Convenient obedience is not the same as surrendered obedience. The life of faith moves when obedience is given at the point God asks for it.
The Cost of Staying Distant
At times, compassion is easier at a distance.
It can feel safer to pass help through someone else, remain anonymous, and avoid personal involvement. But the Spirit often leads beyond transaction into relationship, because God is not only meeting a need. He is restoring people, households, dignity, and future.
What looked like a simple financial need became an invitation to enter a broken situation directly. The home was in disorder, the family was overwhelmed, and the environment reflected deep internal collapse. Assistance was needed, but so was discipleship in how giving and receiving operate in God’s ways.
Provision met need, but instruction opened a path.
Giving as a Doorway to Restoration
Faith was called into action through practical obedience.
Excess possessions in that household became an opportunity for generosity. Items that had been stockpiled were redirected to people and ministries that needed them. As giving began, movement began. Soon after, unexpected financial correction arrived. Necessary repairs were made. The household atmosphere lifted. Work stability improved. Promotion followed.
The change was not only economic. It was relational, emotional, and communal. A family’s testimony started influencing a church, then a wider community.
One act of obedience triggered many outcomes that could not have been predicted in advance.
Seed, Instruction, and Immediate Breakthrough
In another setting, an offering received for ministry was redirected by the Holy Spirit to a woman in need, with one instruction: sow this into missions.
She obeyed. As soon as the seed was placed in the right direction, provision appeared through another person, enough to meet an urgent family need. More was uncovered in that moment. Quiet, faithful service she had been doing for local children came into the light. Others began to support the work, and the ministry to those children grew stronger.
Obedience revealed what hidden faithfulness had been carrying for years.
Faith Must Be Expressed
James 2 speaks with unusual clarity: faith without works is dead.
Agreement with truth, by itself, is not transformation. Even demons believe facts about God, yet remain unchanged. Living faith cooperates with action. Abraham trusted God and then acted. Rahab believed and then acted. Their actions did not replace faith. Their actions expressed faith.
So the question is not whether faith is confessed. The question is whether faith is embodied.
Real faith serves, gives, responds, and obeys.
Word and Deed Belong Together
There is no biblical split between proclamation and compassion.
The gospel is carried by both word and deed. Practical care without Christ-centered witness is incomplete. Verbal confession without practical love is also incomplete. Jesus ministered truth and compassion together. The Church is called to do the same.
A life formed by Christ does not choose between spiritual language and practical love. It unites both.
The Trap of Need-Focus
A subtle trap can dominate prayer life: constant fixation on personal need.
Need is real. Requests are valid. But a fear-driven loop can form, where most spiritual energy is spent on self-preservation. In that state, opportunities for good works become easy to miss.
Scripture points to another way.
Galatians 6:10 calls for active pursuit of opportunities to do good.
Ephesians 6:8 affirms that God responds to what is done for others.
James teaches that mercy positions the heart to receive mercy.
Hebrews 4:16 invites bold access to the throne of grace.
Kingdom confidence grows where mercy and obedience are practiced.
Heaven’s Economy and Open Hands
The imagery is simple: deposits and withdrawals.
Where nothing is sown, confidence in harvest is weak. Where mercy, generosity, and obedience are sown, expectation becomes strong. This is not manipulation. It is participation in God’s economy.
Blessing is not passive. Scripture describes being blessed when going out and when coming in. That movement matters. Going out with intention to bless positions life inside God’s flow.
Wisdom Over Panic
When pressure rises, panic prays, “Meet my need now.”
Mature faith prays, “Give wisdom.”
Solomon asked for wisdom to carry responsibility, and provision followed wisdom. This pattern exposes many anxious prayers. Sometimes the primary lack is not money or timing but wisdom for stewardship, timing, response, and priorities.
James 4 confronts two obstacles:
not asking at all
asking from carnal motives
Fear-based asking weakens faith because insecurity drives it. Security in Christ strengthens faith because trust, not panic, leads the heart.
Following Jesus Without Full Maps
Obedience often feels like stop, go, turn, wait, and move again.
Following Jesus is rarely a straight line that explains itself in advance. Full understanding is not the entry requirement. Trust is.
God’s long view includes lives, homes, churches, and communities. What appears to be a small instruction may be the first domino in a much larger redemptive pattern.
The call is simple and demanding at the same time: stay open in heart, open in hand, and ready in action.
Takeaways
Sovereign appointments often arrive in inconvenient moments.
• Obedience at God’s timing matters more than convenient spirituality.
• Practical involvement is sometimes required, not distant generosity.
• Giving can become a turning point for personal and household restoration.
• One act of obedience can trigger broad kingdom impact across many lives.
• Faith is incomplete if it stays verbal; living faith must be expressed in action.
• The gospel is meant to be carried in both proclamation and compassion.
• A self-focused prayer life can block awareness of God-given opportunities.
• Mercy, generosity, and good works position the heart for bold trust in God.
• Wisdom is often the higher request than immediate relief.
• Following Jesus requires trust through unclear steps, not total prior understanding.
Chapter 3 - Obedience Over Anxiety

Jesus did not call His people to understand everything before acting. He called them to obey.
Obedience and anxiety cannot rule the same heart at the same time. Anxiety asks endless “what if” questions but changes very little. Jesus asked plainly: can worry add anything of value to life? Anxiety cannot heal the body, restore peace, or produce wisdom. It only drains strength.
When repeated struggles remain unresolved, the issue is often deeper than external pressure. Wisdom is needed. Not panic. Not endless reaction. Wisdom asks two honest questions:
What must start now?
What must stop now?
This is often where real change begins.
Deliverance Without Renewal Is Incomplete
Jesus often healed and then warned against returning to old patterns. That warning matters.
In Matthew 12, Jesus describes an unclean spirit leaving a person, then returning to find the “house” empty and available. The point is clear: empty space invites old bondage back. Freedom must be filled with God, not left vacant.
So the issue is not only deliverance from darkness. The issue is ongoing fullness in the Holy Spirit.
Distance from God’s Word and God’s presence increases vulnerability to destructive influence. The answer is not panic about darkness. The answer is living filled with the Spirit and grounded in truth.
Fear, Bondage, and False Prayer Cycles
A believer can slip from relationship into religious routine, especially under pressure.
A common cycle appears in crisis: “Meet my needs, meet my needs, meet my needs,” repeated from insecurity. Romans 8 warns about returning to bondage through fear. Fear-driven prayer can sound spiritual while still being controlled by panic.
Scripture calls for something deeper than repeated desperation. Ephesians 5:18 commands continual filling with the Holy Spirit. Ongoing filling displaces inner vacancy and strengthens spiritual authority.
When the inner life is full of God, destructive influence loses access.
Dethroning Self
The Spirit dwells within, yet the soul can still be governed by self.
1 Corinthians 6:17 declares union with the Lord in spirit. But practical lordship must be welcomed across mind, will, emotions, and body. Self-rule resists that process. Fear, control, and insecurity keep the throne occupied.
Spiritual maturity requires dethroning self so Christ can govern the whole life.
Without waiting on God, this does not happen by accident. The Spirit is not an afterthought for the end of a failed human strategy. He is the source, the leader, and the strength from the beginning.
Returning to Old Patterns
Scripture warns about returning to what God already delivered from: the old mud, the old vomit, the old bondage. Returning reopens influence.
The battleground is often the mind. Thoughts are entertained, desire is stirred, and then action follows. James explains that God does not tempt with evil; temptation grows through unrestrained desire.
So the fight is not imaginary. It is real, but winnable through truth, Spirit-led discipline, and surrendered choices.
God has not given a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and self-control.
Re-entering the Flow of Life
When life feels blocked, the call is simple: get back into the flow of “in Him we live.”
Sometimes obedience begins with generosity. If finances are tight, wisdom still asks what can be given. If money is limited, another resource may be available: time, skill, clothing, transport, practical help. The point is not size of gift. The point is alignment with God’s direction.
Giving, serving, and obeying reopen spiritual flow and restore perspective.
Speak the Words God Gives
In Acts 18:9, the Lord told Paul in a vision: do not be afraid, speak what I give you.
That command still exposes a major issue today: speech reveals inner rule. Fear-filled speech projects fear-filled outcomes. Jesus taught that the mouth speaks from the abundance of the heart. Inner images become words, and words shape direction.
Faith-filled speech is not denial of reality. It is agreement with God above panic.
“My God will supply all my needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus” is a faith statement that anchors the heart. Fear speech asks, “How will this ever work?” before the crisis has even fully arrived.
The inner image must be retrained by the Word, so speech can follow faith instead of fear.
Influence and Authority
Fear, frustration, intimidation, and rebellion are not neutral states. They carry influence.
Frustration often tempts toward rebellion. Scripture treats rebellion seriously. So does spiritual warfare. Ephesians 6 describes incoming “fiery darts,” real assaults with intent to wound, trap, and silence. These are not random impressions. They carry directed pressure.
If fear is entertained, spiritual movement narrows. If faith is exercised, authority is restored.
The answer is not passivity. It is active resistance through truth, prayer, and disciplined speech.
Examine and Fight Well
Scripture calls for self-examination and active faith.
2 Corinthians 13:5: examine yourself to see whether faith is active.
1 Timothy: fight the good fight of faith.
Romans 10: faith comes by hearing the Word.
Hebrews 12:2: fix eyes on Jesus, the author and finisher of faith.
When focus drifts, fear grows louder. When focus returns to Jesus, peace and clarity return.
The fight of faith is fought in what is believed, what is spoken, and what is obeyed.
Takeaways
• Jesus calls for obedience, not full prior understanding.
• Anxiety cannot produce the change that wisdom and obedience can.
• Lasting freedom requires being filled with the Holy Spirit, not remaining spiritually empty.
• Fear-based prayer loops can pull life back into bondage.
• Spiritual maturity includes dethroning self and yielding practical lordship to Christ.
• Returning to old patterns reopens destructive influence.
• The mind is a key battleground; thoughts must be governed by truth.
• Generosity and obedience help restore spiritual flow and perspective.
• Faith-filled speech aligns life with God’s promises; fear-filled speech strengthens panic.
• Influence is real, but believers are called to exercise authority in Christ.
• The fight of faith is sustained by Scripture, Spirit-filled living, and consistent obedience.
Chapter 4 - Breaking Fear’s Influence
Fear often wears many names: pressure, intimidation, anxiety, worry.
Different labels, same root.
The call is to deal with fear directly, not negotiate with it. Fear, doubt, and unbelief must be resisted in Jesus’ name. Agreement must shift away from fear and back to God’s purpose.
A critical first move is gratitude with agreement:
“Thank You, Lord, for placing me where I am.”
This posture breaks inner resistance. Arguing with God delays obedience. Scripture repeatedly shows the cost of partial obedience and stubbornness. Saul’s compromise looked practical, but it cost him the anointing. Disobedience never stays “small.” It carries spiritual consequences.
Return to the Source, Not Substitutes
In crisis, the heart often reaches for quick relief first. But spiritual renewal does not come from substitutes. It comes from the presence of God and the Word of God.
The answer is not endless reaction. The answer is returning to the bread of life.
“Wait on the Lord and renew strength” is not a slogan. It is a survival pattern for the believer. When fear is loud, God’s instruction remains steady:
Do not be afraid
Speak the words I give you
Do not be intimidated
I am with you
God’s purpose remains active even in unstable surroundings. Being in a hard place does not mean being in the wrong place. Sometimes it means passing through a difficult assignment with divine purpose intact.
Silence the Noise, Hear the Word
When pressure rises, emotional noise rises with it. Complaining and panic make hearing difficult. To hear clearly, the inner world must become quiet.
Prayer in tongues is presented as a God-given way to move beyond emotional turbulence and reconnect with supernatural direction. It is not performance. It is dependence.
The aim is not merely to “pray for a minute.” The aim is to remain before God until there is breakthrough: peace first, then clarity, then a specific word for action.
This aligns with:
James 1:5, asking for wisdom
John 15:5, apart from Christ nothing can be done
Romans 8:26-31, the Spirit helping weakness and aligning prayer with God’s will
1 Corinthians 14:2, speaking to God in spiritual language
In uncertainty, fear says, “There is no way forward.”
Faith says, “There is a way forward in God, and I will not move without His word.”
Stay Until Clarity Comes
A mature decision is required: remain in prayer until direction comes.
Breakthrough is often experienced as an inner shift. At first, little seems to happen. Then peace begins to rise. Clarity follows. This may take minutes, hours, or longer depending on the pressure and complexity of the situation.
The principle is simple: do not step forward blindly at the edge of collapse. Wait for God’s word before moving.
As confidence in surrender deepens, waiting becomes strength, not delay.
The Holy Spirit and Things to Come
John 16 teaches that the Holy Spirit reveals what is ahead.
That ministry is not automatic in a distracted life. It is activated in yielded relationship.
Prayer in the Spirit becomes a doorway into prophetic clarity, not for spectacle, but for obedience. The Spirit brings light to what is next so fear no longer controls decisions.
Jesus as the Pattern for Action
Jesus is both Savior and model.
In John 5:19-20, Jesus declares that He does nothing on His own initiative, but only what He sees the Father doing. This reflects the same pattern taught in John 15: life and fruit come through abiding, not independent effort.
If Jesus Himself lived in responsive dependence, that pattern defines discipleship. Kingdom effectiveness is not self-generated. It is received, discerned, then acted on.
The works of God flow from alignment with God.
Calling, Work, and Sovereign Appointments
Not every believer is called to the same ministry office, but every believer is called to obedience in daily life.
Ephesians teaches that whatever role a person occupies, it is to be lived “as unto the Lord.” Workplaces, homes, neighborhoods, and routines can all become arenas for God-ordained works.
The focus is not status chasing. The focus is submission of present position to God’s direction. In that place, sovereign appointments become visible and purposeful.
Trying to force advancement can place effort in opposition to God’s method. Learning God’s way includes learning God’s timing.
Attitude and Spiritual Visibility
Attitude carries spiritual weight.
A negative attitude often announces itself before words are spoken. It pushes people away. A surrendered and faith-filled attitude draws people toward life and hope.
Kingdom work is not passive. It is work. Jesus repeatedly emphasized doing the works shown by the Father. Those works are empowered by love, sustained by wisdom, and revealed through ongoing relationship.
God reveals what He is about to do. The response is to ask for wisdom and obey promptly.
Takeaways
• Fear appears in many forms but must be addressed at the root.
• Gratitude and agreement with God break inner resistance.
• Partial obedience still leads to loss; obedience must be whole.
• Lasting renewal comes from God’s presence and God’s Word, not substitutes.
• In crisis, quieting the soul is essential for hearing divine instruction.
• Prayer in tongues is a biblical means of aligning with God’s will and receiving clarity.
• Stay in prayer until peace and direction come; do not move from panic.
• The Holy Spirit reveals what is ahead to guide obedient action.
• Jesus modeled complete dependence on the Father, not independent initiative.
• Every role in life can become a place of God-ordained works.
• Attitude affects spiritual influence and practical fruitfulness.
• Wisdom, not panic, is the key request in times of pressure.
Chapter 5 - Sent, Not Self-Directed
Jesus lived from revelation, not impulse.
When He asked Philip how to feed the crowd, He already knew what He would do. When Lazarus was sick, He did not move by panic. He moved by the Father’s timing. The pattern is consistent: “I only do what I see the Father doing.”
That pattern defines kingdom effectiveness. Maximum impact does not come from frantic activity. It comes from aligned obedience.
Dominion and Influence
God gave humanity dominion over creation, not domination over people.
The kingdom of God advances by influence, not control. Darkness is confronted by light. Hearts are opened through truth, compassion, and Spirit-led witness, not coercion.
Acts 26:17-18 reveals this mission clearly: being sent to open eyes, turn people from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that through faith in Christ they receive forgiveness and inheritance.
Sending matters. Message matters. When God sends, He also supplies what must be spoken.
Revelation for Assignment
The Lord told Paul that further revelation would come as he walked with Him.
That means guidance is progressive. Clarity often unfolds in motion, not before motion.
Grace is given for the assignment, including suffering when required. God’s strength does not deny weakness. It meets weakness with resurrection power.
So the call is not comfort-first Christianity. It is faithful witness with sustained grace.
From Need-Centered Living to Kingdom-Centered Prayer
A major correction is needed in prayer focus.
Need-centered praying can become narrow: me, my pressure, my lack. Kingdom-centered praying asks for divine appointments, prepared works, and wisdom to walk them out.
Ephesians 2:10 declares that believers are God’s workmanship, recreated in Christ for good works prepared in advance. This is not theory. It is a daily map:
paths prepared beforehand
works prepared beforehand
a life prepared beforehand
The question shifts from “How do I force my plan?” to “What is Your plan here, Lord?”
Obedience and Provision Travel Together
God’s provision often follows obedient alignment.
Helping one struggling family showed this clearly: obedience opened restoration for others, and God also supplied what was needed at home. The deeper issue was exposed in the process: who is trusted as source, money or God?
Deuteronomy 28 ties blessing to hearing and obeying the voice of the Lord. Blessing is not random. It is connected to covenant response.
This is not passivity. It is active listening and practical obedience.
Take Every Opportunity to Bless
Galatians 6:10 calls for intentional readiness: take every opportunity to do good, especially within the household of faith.
Ephesians 6:8 adds that whatever good is done, God sees and rewards, regardless of status or position. No role is insignificant in the kingdom. Every context can carry purpose when yielded to God.
So when uncertainty rises, one practical strategy stands out:
roll unknowns onto the Lord
stay obedient to the Word
look actively for someone to bless
This posture opens room for God’s light to advance.
Light Pushes Darkness Back
Darkness may be visible on every side, but light has authority.
An act of generosity, compassion, or obedience can become a shaft of light that pushes back despair, fear, and lack. Kingdom influence expands when action agrees with God’s Word.
Luke 6:38 describes a spiritual law: generous giving invites generous return. The measure used becomes the measure received. These are kingdom laws, consistent and reliable, like creation’s fixed order.
Faith acts on the law before results are visible.
Inner Image and Confident Obedience
The inner image determines outward stability.
If the heart image is scarcity, speech and decisions will follow scarcity. If the heart image is covenant trust, obedience becomes confident and calm. “I cannot out-give God” is not a slogan. It is a formed conviction built on Scripture and experience with God’s faithfulness.
As with Abraham, faith is persuasion in God’s promise.
When God’s Word fills the mouth and heart, peace rises. Confidence settles. Obedience becomes natural, not forced.
Blessed in Motion
Deuteronomy 28 presents covenant language of movement: blessed coming in, blessed going out.
This matters. The blessing is not merely static possession. It is relational alignment in motion. As obedience continues:
opposition is restrained
enemies lose ground
blessing is commanded on storehouse and work
stability grows where God has planted His people
Light-filled living carries authority. Darkness retreats where covenant obedience is practiced consistently.
Invoking What God Has Spoken
Faith remembers and re-presents God’s Word before Him.
“Lord, You said You would bless where You planted me.”
This is not demanding control. It is covenant alignment. It is agreement with what God has already spoken.
The voice that guides is the same voice that blesses.
Hearing and obeying that voice remains the path of lasting fruit.
Takeaways
• Jesus modeled action by revelation, not by urgency or panic.
• Kingdom dominion is influence through light, not control over people.
• Being sent by God includes receiving the words needed for the assignment.
• Prayer must shift from self-preoccupation to kingdom alignment.
• Ephesians 2:10 frames life as prepared paths and prepared good works.
• Provision often follows obedience, not anxiety-driven striving.
• Every role can carry kingdom significance when lived unto the Lord.
• Looking for opportunities to bless opens practical channels of grace.
• Generosity and obedience activate consistent spiritual laws.
• Inner image matters: trust-filled hearts produce trust-filled actions.
• Blessing accompanies obedient movement, coming in and going out.
• Faith invokes God’s promises by agreeing with His spoken Word.
Chapter 6 - Blessed to Become a Blessing
The blessing of God is not designed for private comfort alone.
It is given so that others can be reached.
The Abraham promise makes this plain: God blesses, increases, and establishes His people so they can become a channel of good to others. Blessing is never the endpoint. It is a flow.
When God’s way is prioritized, added provision follows. This is the order Jesus taught. Seek first the kingdom and His righteousness, then the needed things are added.
God’s Way Starts in Thought
Obedience begins before action. It starts in thinking.
Thought shapes speech. Speech shapes action. Action shapes direction.
So learning God’s way requires renewing inner patterns first.
One of the clearest examples is the command to bless those who curse. Natural reaction wants retaliation. Kingdom reaction releases blessing.
Why does this matter? Blessing neutralizes curse.
Where there is no valid cause, a curse cannot remain.
Compromise gives darkness legal ground. Repentance and obedience remove that ground.
Bread of Life, Not Survival Logic
Life in Christ is sustained by the Word, not by human panic.
“I do not live by bread alone” is not poetic language. It is a daily operating system. As God’s Word enters the mouth and heart, inner strength rises, confidence stabilizes, and practical direction becomes clear.
Without this, Christian identity becomes mostly label and little substance.
Impartation, Understanding, and Application
Ephesians 1 describes a prayer for impartation: wisdom and revelation by the Spirit.
Impartation is not passive inspiration. It is provision for action.
The Word must be understood, then applied.
If truth is not understood, it cannot be practiced.
If it is not practiced, obedience cannot mature.
If obedience does not mature, the fruit of covenant alignment is not experienced.
So the focus shifts from constant self-preoccupation to kingdom readiness:
What is already in hand that can be used to bless?
Confronting Intimidation with Authority
Intimidation does not leave through negotiation.
It is confronted in Christ’s authority.
God has not given a spirit of fear, but power.
Fear-based influence must be expelled, not tolerated.
This is done through the Spirit, not through human force.
Authority is exercised by alignment with God’s Word and the anointing of the Holy Spirit.
The issue is not emotional volume. The issue is spiritual agreement.
Wisdom Is the Missing Link in Many Crises
James 1:5 gives a direct answer for many stuck situations: ask for wisdom.
Lack is often treated as a money problem first. Scripture often treats it as a wisdom problem first. Wisdom reveals what to do, what to stop, and how to walk forward in peace.
Jesus did not teach chasing provision as the central pursuit. He taught seeking the kingdom. Paul warned Timothy not to pursue riches as security. Wealth is uncertain. Christ is secure.
When wisdom governs, provision has a context.
When fear governs, even provision can be wasted.
Revelation Turns Wisdom Into Movement
Wisdom and revelation work together.
Wisdom reveals God’s way.
Revelation shows how to apply it in the present moment.
Joshua’s instruction reflects this partnership: meditate on the Word, then act in alignment, and the path becomes prosperous. Responsibility is not removed from the believer. Partnership with God requires participation.
Abdicating responsibility blocks cooperation. Agreement with God activates progress.
Deepening Intimacy, Deepening Clarity
Ephesians 1 connects wisdom and revelation to intimacy with God.
As dependence on the Holy Spirit deepens, discernment deepens.
As discernment deepens, confidence in obedience grows.
As obedience grows, light increases.
The eyes of imagination can be flooded with light. This means inner expectation changes. Hope of calling becomes clearer. Identity becomes stronger. God’s inheritance in His people becomes a lived reality, not just a concept.
Experiencing Power in Real Conflict
God’s power is experienced in application, not abstraction.
When darkness, infirmity, loss, or hopelessness confront life, authority in Christ becomes active. Spirit-empowered words become the sword of the Spirit in real-time conflict.
Faith expressing itself through love, obedience, and good works brings multiple streams together:
commanded blessing
inner peace
spiritual authority
practical breakthrough
Replacing Fear’s Inner Image
Doubt and fear rob momentum because they shape inner expectation.
Old disappointments create dark inner projections. These projections then influence speech and future choices. The cycle is broken by sustained meditation on Scripture and intentional confession of truth.
At first, those words may feel disconnected from experience.
But consistent exposure to the Word re-forms inner structure.
The “DNA” of Scripture imprints the soul.
What fills the heart begins to define identity and produce corresponding fruit.
Galatians 4:19 describes this formation as spiritual labor until Christ is formed within. This is the true transition: self dethroned, Christ formed.
Union with the True Source
John 15 remains the closing anchor: Christ is the vine, believers are branches.
Fruitfulness is conditional on union.
Abiding is not religious activity. It is source alignment.
When Christ is treated as source, life flows.
When self, fear, or money is treated as source, flow is interrupted.
The confession becomes simple and decisive:
Jesus is the source.
Takeaways
God blesses His people so they can become a blessing to others.
• Kingdom obedience begins in renewed thinking before action.
• Blessing released in obedience neutralizes curse and breaks retaliation cycles.
• Life is sustained by God’s Word, not by fear-driven survival logic.
• Impartation requires understanding and application to produce fruit.
• Intimidation must be confronted through Spirit-led authority in Christ.
• Many recurring crises are wisdom deficits before they are resource deficits.
• Seeking God’s kingdom comes before chasing material outcomes.
• Wisdom and revelation must work together for practical movement.
• Intimacy with the Holy Spirit increases clarity, hope, and discernment.
• God’s power is experienced when truth is applied in real conflict.
• Fear-based inner images are replaced by sustained meditation on Scripture.
• Spiritual maturity is Christ being formed within, with self dethroned.
• Lasting fruit comes from abiding in Christ as the only true source.

Conclusion

Jesus as Source, Not Supplement
The final shift is clear and personal: Jesus is not an added support system. He is the source.
A sincere confession captures this movement:
“Jesus, You are my source. Whatever degree You hold in my life now, let it become complete.”
This is not empty language. It is a decision to move from partial dependence to whole dependence. It is also an invitation for process. Full surrender grows through daily agreement with the Holy Spirit.
Union and Fruitfulness
John 15 holds the core pattern: Christ is the vine, believers are branches.
Fruitfulness flows from union. Powerlessness begins with separation.
The Christian life is not sustained by activity apart from Christ. It is sustained by ongoing communion with Him. When union is maintained, life streams from within. When communion is neglected, strain increases and fruit decreases.
The issue is not effort alone. The issue is source.
Power Over Fear
God did not give a spirit of fear, but of power.
That power is not self-produced willpower. It is the life of the Holy Spirit, the fire of God, resurrection life at work in the believer. Paul’s instruction to Timothy to “stir up the gift” points to active participation. The gift is present, but it must be stirred, welcomed, and lived from.
Fear shrinks calling. Spirit-led boldness expands it.
Word as Lifestyle
“In Him we live” becomes practical when His Word becomes personal language and daily pattern.
It is not enough to agree with Scripture occasionally. The Word must shape speech, choices, habits, and expectations. This is how life in Christ becomes durable under pressure.
The promise is life, not collapse.
Life in Him is not denial of hardship.
It is victory through abiding.
Holy Boldness for Mission
Life in union is never merely private. It becomes witness.
Holy boldness is needed to proclaim good news in a broken world. Yet boldness must carry God’s character. Speech is to be inspired by the Spirit, seasoned with wisdom, and governed by love. In this way, people are not merely impressed. They are drawn toward truth and into the kingdom.
Kingdom witness grows where love and truth remain united.
Increase With Purpose
Increase is given for mission, not ego.
As God enlarges capacity, the call is to flow into preordained good works. The goal is not accumulation for self-preservation but overflow for service. This is consistent with the covenant pattern throughout the message:
receive from God
obey His Word
bless others
trust His replenishment
What is poured out in obedience is not lost. God replenishes.
The Replenishing Principle
Scripture repeatedly confirms the same spiritual dynamic:
Ephesians 6:8, what is made to happen for others, God makes happen in return
Luke 6:38, giving returns in multiplied measure
John 10:10, Christ gives abundant life
This is not transactional manipulation. It is covenant flow. The believer gives as led by God, and God sustains the believer in return.
Obedience opens pathways where provision, protection, and wellbeing can operate under God’s commanded blessing.
Walking Under the Commanded Blessing
When life is aligned with Christ as source, several outcomes begin to converge:
direction by the Holy Spirit
practical obedience in prepared works
inner strength replacing fear
increasing influence for good
ongoing replenishment for continued service
This is not perfectionism. It is alignment.
Not performance anxiety, but surrendered partnership.
Final Orientation
The call closes where it began: In Him we live.
The aim is not occasional inspiration. The aim is sustained union, Spirit-empowered action, and Word-shaped living. From that place, bold witness, practical love, and kingdom fruit become normal Christian life.
The path forward is simple, direct, and demanding:
abide, obey, give, speak, and trust.

